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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
About 100 people filled the Law 
School auditorium Monday night 
to hear a presentation on “Women’s 
Status, Men’s States,” the subject of 
the 2009 Charles Knowlton Law and 
Liberal Arts lecture .
This year’s speaker was Catharine 
MacKinnon , an Elizabeth A. Long 
professor of law at the University of 
Michigan and a visiting professor at 
Harvard Law School. MacKinnon 
is considered a pioneer of sexual 
harassment law and feminist legal 
scholar .
MacKinnon’s lecture focused on 
the role of women’s rights on an 
international scale. She said women’s 
humanity is denied in two particular 
ways.
“One is that the denial that sex-
specif ic violations are commonly 
committed,” she said. “This is the 
theory that says what happens to 
women either doesn’t happen very 
much or whatever it is that happened 
is about everything about them other 
than the fact that they’re women.
The other edge of this denial is when 
sex-specifi c violations happen and are 
seen to be common and are seen to 
happen because women are women. 
What is denied is women’s humanity,” 
MacKinnon said. “Overcoming denial 
of the atrocities is the standard way 
groups become human in the world.”
MacKinnon also spoke on the 
unjust differences in the punishments 
between prostitutes and clients.
“There are no chicken and egg 
problems, folks,” she said. “If there 
are no buyers, there are no sellers.”
Claire Reyner , a second-year law 
student, said she has read “a ton of 
MacKinnon’s work” through the 
“Women and the Law” course she 
is tak ing. She said she attended 
the lecture in hopes of meeting 
MacKinnon.
“She’s a feminist legal theorist who 
has made major headway in major 
issues like sexual harassment and 
pornography,” Reyner said. “She takes 
everything from, sometimes, a little 
radical feminist light.”
English graduate student Eme 
Crawford said she attended the lecture 
out of curiosity.
“I’m interested in Cathar ine 
MacKinnon’s work,” Crawford said. 
“I’m interested in feminist theory and 
legal theory, more generally. I just 
hope to get updated on women’s legal 
status.”
Brenda Rich , a f irst-year law 
student , sa id she came to hear 
MacKinnon at the suggestion of one 
of her professors.
“I’m not from South Carolina and I 
think women’s role in law is something 
that we should maybe be thinking 
about more than we do,” she said. 
“I just know that they’re a little bit 
underrepresented.”
MacKinnon has written several 
books on women’s rights including: 
“Femin ism Unmodif ied,” “Sex 
Equality” and “Are Women Human?” 
A question and answer session, a 
book signing and reception followed 
the lecture.
Meredith Ross cut her campaign speech 
down from minutes to under 30 seconds. 
Ebbie Yazdani played chess with friends 
instead of campaigning. Matt Ungar threw 
out Koozies in rapid succession to members 
of the Kappa Delta sorority. 
On the eve of the last day of voting for 
Student Government officials, candidates 
spent their time not on platforms, but on 
urging students to be counted in USC’s 
election process. 
“I don’t want to make you listen to my 
platform again,” Ross said to the Sorority 
Council during its meeting at the Chi 
Omega house Monday night. “You’ve heard 
it all before. But we want to remind you to 
get on VIP and vote.”
Alex Stroman and Carmel Matin attended 
a step show sponsored by the Delta Sigma 
Theta sorority . Between groups of dancers, 
Alesha Brown , a former SG presidential 
candidate, endorsed both Stroman and 
Matin in a room of almost 400 primarily 
black students. 
“When it comes to strength, I see these 
two as having the dedication to work hard 
for the community,” Brown said.
Drew Kirchhofer and Taylor Cain spent 
their nights speaking to different student 
organizations around campus.
“I think the candidates are really qualifi ed,” 
Bree Griffi n , a fourth-year hospitality, retail 
and sports management student said. “I’m 
making my decision tomorrow after I hear 
the rest of the candidates speak and read a 
little more about them.”
Many students said they hoped to research 
the candidates a little more in the last 12 
hours before voting.
“I want to hear them tell me about how 
they’re going to deal with budget cuts,” 
said Maria Scalici , a second-year nursing 
student. “I want to see how they handle 
budget allocations and the graduate student 
issues.”
Scalisi said she was going to listen to Ross 
and read more information about all of the 
candidates before voting today. 
Many members of the Sorority Council 
said they had heard six of the seven candidates 
discuss their platforms.
Alan Woodall, a second-year fi lm studies 
student, said he will most likely not vote.
“I really don’t think Student Government 
does much,” Woodall said
But Alex Ott , Ross’ event manager, said he 
urged students to not be like Woodall.
“Even if it’s not for Meredith, just vote,” 
Ott said. 
 
Lecture focuses on women’s rights
Sarah Langdon / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Catharine MacKinnon, a University of Michigan law professor, speaks at 
USC’s Law School.  Her lecture was titled “Women’s Status, Men’s States.”
Prominent law professor, 




Comment s  on  th i s  s t o r y ?  E -mai l 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Candidates such as Alex Stroman (pictured above) were out in full force on Greene Street for 
the elections Monday, passing out stickers, Koozies and candy as the race comes to a close.
Mary Austin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK









Texas Ranger and 
Carolina alumn Justin 
Smoak refl ects on 




Artist Laura Spong 
showcases her “Still 





TDG columnists debate 
students’ lobbying efforts 


















Check out The Daily 
Gamecock’s “Beyond the 
Campaign” slideshow 
before voting for your 
favorite candidate on VIP.
www.dailygamecock.com
Massive renovat ions 
are planned for Patterson 
Ha l l ,  sa id  Un ivers it y 
Housing Director Kirsten 
Kennedy . The building 
will be gutted to change 
the building to suite-style 
rooms and to fit seismic 
code. The renovations are 
estimated to cost upwards 
of $30 million.
In addition to changing 
Patterson to suite-style, 
the building will also have 
indoor bicycle storage, 
more common space and 
t wo c la s s room s .  T he 
elevators will be moved to 
where the main entrance 
is now.
Though t he  det a i l s 
a r e  n o t  d e f i n i t e , 
tentat ive plans are to 
close Patterson Hall for 
renovations for the 2010-
2011 academic year. As of 
now, the renovations are 
schedule to begin in May 
2010 and to be completed 
by fall 2011.
“It’s contingent upon 
the economic situation,” 
Kennedy said.
Current ly, Patterson 
has the capacity to house 
605 residents. Because of 
the conversion to suite-
style, the building will 
lose 75 to 100 spaces.
SG candidates struggle 
to overcome voter apathy
Final hours of campaigning  
focus on increasing turnout 
at online polls via VIP ballots
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER




All-girls dorm to be 
converted to suite-style 
rooms within two years
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Meredith Ross, a presidential candidate for Student Government, places a sticker on a 
young girl and her doll Monday while campaigning on Greene Street.
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Q: What’s your personal motto, if you 
have one?
A: Do meaningful music and do it well.
Q: Do you play any instruments 
yourself?
A: I play the trumpet a little bit and the 
piano.
Q: What is the best part about your job?
A: Dealing with the people. We have 
fabulous and talented students. I’m very 
pleased with that. I love rehearsing and 
traveling and giving performances.
Q: If you could take any class at USC, 
what would you want to learn about?
A: I think I’d take world history.
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist
Courtesy of www.sc.edu
The USC community wants to know what your organization has going on this 
week, and The Daily Gamecock wants to help you spread the word. If your 
organization has an upcoming meeting or event you want publicized, contact 
gamecocknews@sc.edu or stop by our offi ce in the Russell House, room 333. 
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name and a 
description of the meeting or event, as well as a contact person for any 
questions. The description shouldn’t exceed 50 words. Submissions should be 
sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days before publication. 
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any 
submission.  
Rotar y A mbassador ia l • 
Scholarship Workshop Feb. 
23 at 4 p.m. in the Gressette 
Room of Harper College. 
As ambassadors abroad, 
scholars participate for a 
year in academic study or 
three months in language 
training in any country 
with a Rotary Club. For 
more information, contact 
Jennifer Collins at (803) 
777-0958. 
For anyone interested in • 
joining the new session 
of Weight Watchers on 
campus, contact Melinda 
Poore at 803-777-7602 or 
mnpoore@moore.sc.edu. 
The cost is $98 and the 
class meets for 10 weeks 
each Thursday on the 
eighth fl oor of the BA .
The last day to nominate a • 
professor for the Michael 
J. Mungo Distinguished 
Professor of  t he Year 
Award is Feb. 25. A letter 
of  nom inat ion l i s t ing 
specifi c reasons why they 
professor is qualified for 
the award is required. 
For more informat ion, 
call Richard Showman at 
(803) 777-2457 or email at 
showman@sc.edu. 
CareerFest is tomorrow • 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center. The 
career fair is for students in 
with any academic majors 
interested in non-technical 
positions. 
CHURCHILL, Australia — 
The only person accused of 
lighting one of Australia’s 
deadly wildfires was a lonely 
Web-surfer who liked dogs, 
a lway s  s a id  “G’d ay ”  to 
neighbors and was trying to 
fi nd love online.
Brendan Sokaluk , a 39-year-
old who reportedly once served 
as a volunteer f ighter, was 
named as the suspect police 
arrested last week, as the death 
toll from the wildfi res edged 
up to 189 on Monday .
Authorit ies were forced 
to keep Sokaluk at a secret 
location to protect him from 
potential reprisal attacks after 
a magistrate lifted a ban on 
publishing his name.
Sokaluk has been charged 
with one count of arson causing 
death and one of lighting a 
blaze that police said Monday 
killed 10 people. About 200 
homes were destroyed in the 
f ire, one of hundreds that 
blazed across Victoria state on 
Feb. 7 in Australia’s worst fi re 
disaster.
“He was quiet. You wouldn’t 
know if he was odd or not,” 
said a neighbor, who did not 
want to be named out of 
sensitivity to Sokaluk’s family. 
“He would say G’day when 
you passed him.”
Neighbors said he kept 
to himself and lived alone. 
One said she thought he was 
strange because she once saw 
him watering his lawn in the 
rain.
Victoria Police raised the 
death toll to 189 Monday 
and said it would likely climb 
higher. 
South Carolina National 
Guard soldiers who help local 
authorities fi ght illegal drugs 
may get an expanded role, 
bringing advanced technology 
and resources to battle major 
drug traff ickers and even 
terrorist networks that profi t 
from drug money.
M e m b e r s  o f  S o u t h 
Carol ina’s congressional 
delegation have asked U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates to back the creation 
of a specialized unit for the 
job, the Post & Courier of 
Charleston reported Monday. 
Currently, the National Guard 
helps local authorities search 
for marijuana fi elds, uncover 
narcotics shipments and gather 
information on drug runners.
U.S. Reps. Joe Wilson 
and Henr y Brown ,  bot h 
Republicans, have suggested 
t he un it  wou ld br idge a 
perceived security gap between 
the international drug trade 
and the war on terror.
Charleston County Sheriff 
Al Cannon said authorities 
need to prepare to handle 
t h reat s  f rom ga ngs  a nd 
terrorist groups that can 
operate both on local streets 
and foreign lands.
“I think this is part of an 
evolution that is necessary for 
us to confront some of the 
challenges we face,” he said.
Congress authorized the 
National Guard to take on 
anti-drug missions in 1989, and 
South Carolina’s soldiers have 
played a role in a number of 
key investigations. The South 
Carolina unit has an annual 
budget of about $2 million and 
40 full-time employees.
NEW YORK — It may sound 
like a nice problem for states 
— fi guring out how to spend 
the billions in infrastructure 
funding they’ll receive as part 
of President Barack Obama’s 
economic stimulus plan .
But  t he  t a s k  i s  mor e 
complicated than it seems, 
as state off icials try to set 
priorit ies while managing 
competing pressures from 
com mu n it ie s ,  watchdog 
groups and federal regulators 
over  how t he  mone y  i s 
allocated.
Under the plan Obama is 
expected to sign into law early 
this week , states will divide 
$27 billion to build and repair 
roads and bridges . That is 
less than half the $64 billion 
in projects states told the 
American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation 
Officials late last year that 
they had ready to go .
The law also requires that 
half the money be spent on 
projects that have been vetted 
by the federal government 
and deemed “ready to go” 
in 120 days, as a way to jolt 
the economy and create jobs. 
That means state off icials 
are under pressure to make 
decisions quickly on which 
projects to fund and which to 
bypass.
While many states have 
made their lists of “ready-to-
go” infrastructure projects 
available online for public 
review, others have resisted. 
Watchdog groups said it’s 
likely that state offi cials fear 
angering constituents if a 
project appears on a wish list 







Q & A with 
Larry Wyatt, 
USC’s chora l studies director,  
directs the concert cho ir and 
superv ises the chora l 
conducting graduate program.
  —Th e Associated Press

Some of the best advice I ever got 
was from my resident mentor from 
freshman year.
“Don’t get involved,” he told my 
roommates and me at the start of the 
year. “It’s the worst thing you could 
do.”
Now before you ask 
w hy  a ny o ne  wou ld 
ever possibly take that 
advice, let alone call 
it good advice, let me 
explain.
I have spent my entire 
col lege career doing 
exactly the opposite of 
what my RM told me. 
It started with the now-
disbanded club crew 
team, rolling out of bed 
at 4 a.m. every morning for practice, 
then moved to marching band, a 
church group, service projects and, of 
course, The Daily Gamecock. 
Now before you ponder what 
could possibly be wrong with such 
involvement, consider this — I spend 
more time at meetings, activities and 
retreats in a week than I do at my 
apartment. I spend the entire day 
browbeaten and frantically rushing 
from class to meeting to meeting. I 
don’t even remember if I ate lunch 
today. To say that I am overextended 
would be an understatement. 
See what I mean about that advice? 
I’ve gotten so busy that I don’t have 
time to sit back and enjoy my last bit 
of freedom before I spend the rest 
of my life in a cubicle basking in the 
blue light of computer spreadsheets. I 
am addicted to business when I should 
be spending time taking it easy and 
having fun. And I don’t think I am 
the only one.
I know I am a very extreme case, 
but consider your own life and your 
commitment. How much time do you 
spend being busy? Can you think of an 
honest reason for every commitment 
you have? If so, great. But if you have 
trouble f inding reasons for doing 
everything you do like I do, maybe its 
time to reevaluate.
For ever y thing you do, t r y to 
consider the pluses and minuses of 
spending your time in that way. And 
yes, you are spending your time. As 
a currency, time is probably more 
valuable than gold, so treat it as such. 
Each commitment should be viewed 
as an investment, and if you aren’t 
reaping the benefi ts, maybe it’s time 
to drop it. Don’t invest in too many 
things. There are only so many 
hours in the day, and that needs to be 
remembered.
Don’t forget to keep a little of that 
currency for yourself. Just as it is 
fi scally responsible to save money, it’s 
important to save some of your time 
for yourself. Save some time so you can 
exercise, write, watch TV or just stare 
at a wall. Just like spending money on 
yourself makes you feel good inside, 
spending time on yourself will keep 
you happy, decrease your stress level 
and keep you sane.
I hope I prove to be a cautionary 
tale to people starting to get in too 
deep. Just remember to be discerning 
with your time, and don’t spend it 
frivolously. Its too valuable to throw 
around.
 
Today President Obama makes his $825 bil l ion 
stimulus package offi cial, and the American economy 
is about to get the life support it has desperately needed 
since last year.
We just hope that it’s clear where the money is going.
The stimulus plan includes $27 billion for states to 
use on road projects. Already, journalists and watchdog 
organizations are clamoring for transparency in how the 
funds are used and, already, some states are withholding 
information on how that money will be spent.
Every cent of the $825 billion about to be doled out 
needs to be documented 
and made ava i lable not 
only to the press and lobby 
groups, but to every last 
American citizen. 
For the information not 
to be at the disposal of the 
citizens is ridiculous and 
unacceptable.
If where the funds are 
going is not made available, 
it is up to us, the citizens, to push for them to be. 
Write your senators or congressmen asking for the 
funds to be put on a public forum. Ask state senators and 
even the governor to make the information available. 
It is the state’s duty to do this, and the American 
citizen’s civic responsibility to make sure they do.
Obama’s presidency comes with the promise of change, 
and with his fi rst major piece of legislation, it is time to 
see if the government will make good on that promise. It 
all starts with transparency.
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     Transparency needed 
with stimulus funds
CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about 
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
Students should worry about class,




















Write your senators 
or congressmen 
asking for the 
funds to be put 
on a public forum.
DIFFERENT 
 Why in the world are our 
students wast ing t ime 
at the Statehouse today, 
and why are they joining 
Clemson students?
Today, USC is sending 
a lobby ing group just 
dow n t he  way  to  t he 
bronzed dome we see on 
Main Street. 
Thei r  m iss ion i s  to 
lobby for education — one 
major issue being a state 
cap on tuition — and to 
give Gov. Mark Sanford 
and our legislative body a 
piece of their minds.
If you ask me, the only 
thing they are doing is 
wast ing their and our 
leaders’  t ime, and for 
two reasons: the act of 
lobbying itself, and the 
simple fact that they are 
telling the wrong person.
I’ll start with the first 
reason.
Lobbying is one of the 
major problems we have 
in this country. Although 
it f irst started out as a 
way for cit izens to join 
together and voice what 
t he y  wa nted  done  i n 
government, it has now 
become a time waster that 
ties our representatives’ 
hands ,  wh ich in t u rn 
slows down the legislative 
process. 
This state government 
i s  a l ready g r id locked 
and our representatives 
already move at a snail’s 
pace; do you really want 
to slow them down more? 
Most  of  t he  people 
going, I imagine, are upset 
w ith the government . 
And let’s face it, with the 
threat of tuit ion going 
up, I’m pretty worried 
myself. 
But little do they realize 
that their lobby is one of 
the problems that plague 
government.
O n e  o f  t h e  m a i n 
arguments being lobbied 
is  t he cap on t u it ion. 
T h e  s t a t e  w a n t s  t o 
set  t he cap on publ ic 
university tuition, while 
the students would prefer 
that the schools set the 
cap. But who is to say the 
state would do a bad job? 
If all public colleges had 
the same tuition, future 
students’ decisions would 
hinge solely on academics 
and we all know who wins 
that argument. 
Now, the latter reason. 
T h e s e  s t u d e n t s  a r e 
lobbying and wasting time 
on the wrong 
p e r s o n . 
Sanford isn’t 
to blame for 
e d u c a t i o n 
cut s in t he 
s t ate ,  even 
t h o u g h  h e 
m a k e s  a n 
easy fall guy.
If you want 
t o  b l a m e 
a n y o n e , 
b l a m e 
Washington. 
They are the ones that 
have put the country into 
multi-trillion dollar debt. 
If you want to take it 
even further, blame Wall 
Street for losing more 
than a trillion dollars and 
plunging this countr y 
into sur v iva l mode in 
attempts to avoid another 
Depression.
B u t  d o n ’ t  b l a m e 
Sanford. The governor of 
a state is like the CEO of 
a business company. The 
man had to make a tough 
business decision of what 
to cut and, at the time, 
education and healthcare 
seemed l ike t he most 
viable options. 
Ask yourself this: We 
were already near dead 
l a s t  i n  t he  nat ion  i n 
regards to education, so 
how much was the money 
that was cut really going 
to help? 
Our students need to 
put down their banners 
for now, and return to the 
books. 
In the state our nation 
is in right now, getting 
all the knowledge you can 
is the best way to f ight 
these spending cuts, not 
by lobbying. 
The South Carolina 
Association of Counties 
(SC AC )  meet s  today 
to  hos t  t he i r  week ly 
Lobby Day, welcoming 
all residents to discuss a 
designated topic. This 
week, the subject is budget 
c ut s  for  school s ,  not 
excluding USC. The state 
o f  S o u t h 
C a r o l i n a 
has suffered 
d r a m a t i c 
budget cuts 
s i n c e  t h e 
e c o n o m i c 
rece s s ion , 
a n d  e v e n 
educ at ion 
h a s  n o t 
been spared. 
B e c a u s e 
of the lack 
of  federa l 
funding, the burden of 
payment has now shifted 
to those already paying 
tuition. 
This of course raises 
many quest ions: How 
many people will now be 
able to afford to attend 
school? How many people 
are going to suffer from 
the backlash of a fallen 
e c o n o m y?  W it h  t h e 
cont inuous rise in the 
price of education, how 
much longer will it be 
before this basic right is 
reduced to a privilege for 
the select few?
Raising tuition is not 
only a harsh alternative — 
it also adds to the credit 
problem. Higher fees 
mean more loans, which 
only add to economic 
problems and serve to put 
more stress on the student 
and his or her family. 
It also leads to higher 
individual debt, which 
will become harder to pay 
off after graduation. This 
could prompt students to 
get jobs while in school, 
leav i ng le s s  t ime for 
extracurricular or athletic 
activities that could boost 
their resumes for graduate 
o r  p r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l 
school. 
S c ho l a r s h ip s  mu s t 
also be considered. How 
ma ny out  of  s t ate  or 
internat ional students 
will be deprived of the 
opportunity to come to 
this university because 
scholarships that were 
previously offered will 
b e  w it hd r aw n?  T h i s 
narrows diversity in the 
student body and reduces 
our school’s academic 
reputat ion when many 
b r i g h t  s t u d e n t s  a r e 
forced to seek education 
elsewhere.
USC is a state school. 
It is supported mainly by 
state and federal funds, 
wh ich  come f rom — 
you g uessed it  — the 
taxpayers. How is it fair 
that families pay money 
to run their children’s 
schools  and t hen pay 
more tuit ion on top of 
that? Where is our money 
going?
It takes a considerable 
amount of money to keep 
a un iversit y running. 
T h e  f a c i l i t i e s  n e e d 
maintenance, professors 
need to be paid, college 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  n e e d 
backing and campus food 
needs to be provided (I 
use the term “food” here 
loosely). But what capital 
is being used for necessary 
purposes, and what is 
being haphazardly thrown 
about?  Does  Preston 
Col lege rea l ly need a 
185-gallon fi sh tank when 
valuable school employees 
are being laid off daily? I 
am just nitpicking here, 
but you see my point. 
Everyone deserves the 
same opportunities for 
educat ion,  regard less 
of class or price range. 
Raising tuit ion prices, 
t ho u g h  a  s e e m i n g l y 
ea s y  solut ion ,  wou ld 
probably  c au se  more 
harm to st udents and 
college administrators 
alike. We need to f ind 
b e t t e r  o p t i o n s  a n d 
instill more responsible 
spending before dumping 
t he problem back on 
individuals who may or 
may not be able to afford 
it.
College less aff ordable than ever, young 













Treat your time like an investment
Being too involved leads to stress; 
people should step back, enjoy 
taking time for themselves
About The Daily Gamecock
CONTACT INFORMATION
Offi  ces located on the third fl oor of the Russell House
Editor:  gamecockeditor@sc.edu
News:   gamecocknews@sc.edu
Viewpoints:  sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu




Sports: 777-7182    
Editor’s Offi  ce: 777-3914
Fax: 777-6482
The Daily Gamecock is 
the editorially independent 
student newspaper of the 
University of South Carolina. 
It is published daily during 
the fall and spring semesters 
and nine times during the 
summer with the exception of 
university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed 
in The Daily Gamecock are 
those of the editors or author 
and not those of the University 
of South Carolina. Th e Board 
of Student Publications 
and Communications is 
the publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department 
of Student Media is 
the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in 
part by student-activity fees. 
One free copy per reader. 
Additional copies may be 
purchased for $1 each from 
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SECTION OF TDG. 
Columbia-based painter Laura 
Spong’s work can be compared to 
those of Abstract Expressionists 
Wass i ly  K a nd i nsk y  a nd Ja ne 
Frank. 
She uses a wide variety of colors, 
sharp lines and free-form shapes 
in all of her paintings; however, 
each painting is as creative and 
individual as Spong herself. Spong 
started paint ing professionally 
in the 1950’s, and is still creating 
amazing works of art at 82 years 
old. 
Spong’s paintings are extremely 
abstract, yet after reading their 
creative t it les, one can imagine 
more of a story behind them. One 
paint ing, t it led “Yes We Can,” 
brings to mind both urgency and 
excitement with its bright warm 
colors and eye-catching shapes. 
While Spong usually paints smaller 
canvases, she has recently branched 
out into larger “composit ion” 
pieces. 
“It was a Good Year” consists 
of t welve indiv idual paint ings 
grouped together into one huge 
piece. Each painting is entirely 
different from the others, similar to 
the twelve months of the year. The 
composition is impressive and truly 
one of the highlights of the exhibit. 
Spong’s smaller pieces also deliver 
quite an impact on their own. 
“In the Distance was Singing” is 
one of the more brightly-colored 
pa int ings at the exh ibit ,  w ith 
fl ame red and bright orange as its 
primary colors. Thin black lines 
and a small black smudgy shape 
lend the painting a hint of mystery. 
“Unmasked” is an interesting piece: 
a large yellow oval seemingly fl oats 
over a white cloud-l ike shape, 
suggest ing a hidden face being 
uncovered.
Spong’s works are current ly 
getting a lot of attention from the 
public. Several of her paintings 
have been purchased by museums 
in South Carolina, and she has 
held exhibits at USC’s McMaster 
Gallery, Wake Forest University 
and Frances Marion University. 
Spong’s works are creat ive, 
u n ique a nd a l low v iewer s  to 
make their own opin ions and 
interpretations of the paintings. It 
is inspirational to see the works of 
someone who is a true free spirit 
and has done what they loved their 
entire life.
Spong’s exhibit, “Still Screaming,” 
is on display at Gallery 80808, at 
808 Lady Street. The exhibit is 
open today from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.  
       
Courtesy of Laura Spong
Spong’s “It was a Good Year.”
Courtesy of Laura Spong 
“Yes We Can” is an example of Spong’s foray onto larger canvases.
 In March of 2008, USC st udent fi lmmaker Jordan Crafton’s fi lm, “My Block: Strong Island,” made its South Carolina debut at the Nickelodeon 
Theatre after much critical acclaim and 
many hits on YouTube. 
Last Tuesday, the Russell House Theater 
introduced the fi lm to an audience of about 
170. This documentary-style fi lm challenges 
the perceptions about Long Island as what 
its trailer calls, “a city of aborted dreams and 
miscarried mornings,” and creates meaning 
for its youth in a new light.
The inspiration for “My Block” comes 
from the here and now of Long Island, and 
its aim is to show kids how to reach success 
through perseverance. “I didn’t want to 
portray Long Island just through rappers 
and athletes,” Crafton says. Instead, the fi lm 
features people like an investment banker, a 
rock ‘n’ roll musician and Nicholas Graham, 
a graphic designer who exemplifies the 
up-and-comer hero of hope Crafton wishes 
to portray. 
During the fi rst interview session, Graham 
was a 19-year-old working in his mother’s 
basement. Four months later, Crafton found 
him producing graphic design in his own 
shop and offi ce.
Crafton stresses the inspirational changes 
from the fi rst interviews to the ones only 
a few months later. “The last 20 to 25 
minutes [of the fi lm] really update the recent 
economic struggles,” he said. 
While the new interviews call attention 
to the strife of struggling Long Island 
kids, they also bring an uplifting message. 
Condensing about 45 hours of new footage, 
Crafton extends the film from Nassau 
County all the way to the Hamptons, 
dissecting the tax bracket differences of 
each. He is able to portray the extremes 
of each circumstance: from orphans in 
foster care to self-made entrepreneurs like 
Graham.
For Crafton, the fi lm’s primary purpose 
is to convey its message not only to kids in 
Long Island, but to struggling youth across 
the country, who Crafton refers to as, “the 
kids that ‘don’t matter.’” It looks to “show 
kids 16, 17 and 18 years old that hope is 
possible no matter where you come from.” 
For Craf ton’s  f i lm t h is  means a 
nationwide expansion of “My Block.” He 
says he needs to submit it to the networks so 
it can reach an audience across the nation, 
an audience Crafton describes mostly as 
the 14- to 27-year-old range.
The aptly-named Crafton focuses largely 
on the artistic delivery of his fi lm to convey 
its emotional message.
Aesthetically, “My Block” offers Crafton’s 
original jazz-inspired soundtrack, guest 
poetry contributions from USC freshman 
and Long Island native Shimie Cayemitte 
and textural cinematography for its “darker, 
grittier” moments.  
First and foremost, Crafton insists that 
“My Block” make its premiere where it 
all started — at his own Union Dale High 
School in Long Island. He anticipates a 
specialized lecture series at the school 
that would contain some of the fi lm’s local 
participants — some of which Crafton 
brought onto his documentary team — as 
well as particular scenes from the fi lm. 
Crafton says it was not easy convincing 
his alma mater to allow him to conduct the 
interviews or to even follow up with the 
lecture series. “New York is very weird,” he 
says, “it’s not as loving as it is here.” As an 
example, he says it might cost up to $5,000 
for a premiere in New York, compared to a 
modest couple of hundred at the Nick. 
These experiences have taught the wise-
beyond-his-years filmmaker (Crafton is 
only 21) many lessons about the work and 
persistence needed in the film industry. 
Crafton says he had to make tons of calls to 
set up the premieres, and he has “seen many 
deals fail.” Overall, he says, “It’s given me a 
broader outlook.”    
This outlook has allowed the modest 
Crafton to keep his priorities in line and 
stay humble. 
All in all, he wants to spread the message 
of his current film: “At first, it started 
as ‘My Block,’ and the important things 
surrounding it, and the second release 
carried the message that ‘we are strong.’”
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Crafton hopes to bring documentary to wider audience
Jonathan Coe
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Heading from Main down 
Greene St. to the Russell House 
is a short walk — but not short 
enough in the cold. It’s easy to 
bundle up and hurry past the 
Longstreet Theatre and the 
fountains to fi nd sanctuary in 
the warmth of the bookstore 
with a nice cup 
of Starbucks. 
Today, though, 
I  t a k e  m y 
t i m e .  E v e n 
before I reach 
the theatre, I 
notice a simple 
red sign — the 
s a me  s i mple 
sign that sits in 
front of every 
b u i ld i n g  o n 
campus (which 
we ignore on 
all days but that first day of 
our freshman year, when we 
glance at them both confused 
and grateful). This sign says 
“Sumwalt College.” Below it 
reads “NanoCenter.” 
I look up at the dull square 
br ick bui lding. The large 
windows are its only interesting 
features, but even those are 
mostly tinted black. It seems 
like nothing interesting could 
possibly be housed there.
The NanoCenter, however, 
is arguably one of the most 
important research centers on 
campus. From this building, 
research in a wide number 
of disciplines is coordinated 
to explore the mystery and 
wonders of nanotechnology. 
For those who follow the 
science world, nanotechnology 
has received an incredible 
amount of hype over the past 
20 years. As it is now, “nano” 
has become as cool for scientists 
and geeks as putting “i” on 
the front of products is for 
Apple (even Apple caught on 
with their iPod Nano). People 
want to throw nano in front 
of everything. I am, in fact, a 
“nanoscholar.” 
Nano, to put it simply, is 
just a prefix that means 10^-
9. That’s .000000001. Really 
small. Technically that makes 
me a very small scholar. 
Nanotechnolog y is  any 
technology that works on that 
really small level — anywhere 
smaller than 100 nanometers. 
This means gett ing much 
smaller than the level of cells 
and manipulating the world 
on the level of single molecules 
and atoms. The people in this 
field talk about constructing 
materials by placing atoms in 
a certain order, using nano-
sized materials for all sorts 
of amazing things and, on 
the more extreme end, even 
creating nano-sized machines 
that could manipulate atoms 
and travel into our cells. 
So you may wonder why this 
is anything special. Scientists 
have been working on really 
small scales for a long time. Why 
is there so much research being 
poured into nanotechnology? 
The answer: When you start 
manipulating things on that 
level it is completely different. 
In the same way that genetic 
research offers the potential 
to have us recreate ourselves 
(or, as some would put it, play 
God), nanoscience holds the 
potential to give us the power 
to manipulate matter to do 










Columbia artist ‘Still Screaming’
Kelsey Ann Pacer
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
82-year-old Spong’s exhibit 
full of abstract works
Director: Jordan Crafton
Website: www.JDCfi lmsonline.com
My Block: Strong Island
“At fi rst, it started 
as ‘My Block,’ and 
the important things 
surrounding it, and the 
second release carried 
the message that ‘we 
are strong.’”
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
C omment s  on  th i s  s t o r y ?  E -ma i l 
gamecockfeatures@sc.eduGEEKING ● 6
“A story with a moral appended is like the bill of a mosquito. 
It bores you, and then injects a stinging drop to irritate your 
conscience.” 
— O. Henry 
Podcast on iTunes
Search for The Daily Gamecock
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In the almost 30 years 
since he first leapt out of 
Crystal Lake at the end of 
1980’s “Friday the 13th,” 
the hockey-masked killer 
Jason Voorhees has spawned 
10 sequels, been struck by 
l ightning and become a 
zombie, been to hell and 
back, visited Times Square 
and fl own into outer space.
Of f sc reen ,  Ja son has 
received an MTV Lifetime 
Achievement Award, graced 
lunchboxes and video game 
consoles and become so 
recognizable that he is known 
the world over on the same 
fi rst-name basis as Madonna, 
Mickey and Bruce.
One of the fi rst challenges 
facing the makers of the new 
“Friday the 13th” picture 
that opened Friday was how 
to take what had become 
a larger-than-life icon and 
bring him back to his humble 
roots, hacking and slashing 
his way through vanloads 
of horny teenagers on the 
infamous grounds of Camp 
Crystal Lake.
Their eventual solution 
was simply to t rust the 
hu nter-w it h-a-machete 
bluntness that had made 
Jason so popular in the 
first place and forget about 
all the self-reflective irony, 
pretzel-l ike plot t w ist s 
and extreme depictions of 
lovingly rendered torture and 
suffering that have permeated 
the horror genre since the 
release of 2004’s “Saw.” 
“’The Exorcist ’  is my 
favorite horror movie of all 
time, and I would never dare 
try to remake it,” says “Friday 
the 13th” director Marcus 
Nispel, who also helmed a 
redo of 1974’s classic “The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre” 
in 2003. “But then there are 
movies that people want to 
see again and again, and there 
are some characters that 
people just can’t get enough 
of. And Jason Voorhees is 
one of them. When I worked 
with the screenwriters, they 
kept referring to Jason as our 
anti-hero. It was really the 
kids who were their villains. 
We empathize a little bit 
with this character, because 
he expresses the ‘Freaks and 
Geeks’ outcast in all of us. 
He’s like ‘Carrie’ at prom 
night.”
Like director Rob Zombie’s 
2007 revisionist remake of the 
slasher classic “Halloween,” 
which delved deeply into 
the tortured psyche of the 
murderous Michael Myers 
in an attempt to explain why 
he did what he did, the new 
“Friday the 13th” makes clear 
that Jason (played by Derek 
Mears) doesn’t kill for the 
thrill: There’s a purpose to 
his madness, no matter how 
twisted it happens to be.
Unlike the “Halloween” 
remake, however — and in 
a drast ic departure from 
the recent wave of gore-
drenched, R-rated horror 
films that have generated a 
new genre known as “torture 
porn” — “Friday the 13th” is 
devoted entirely to giving the 
audience a haunted-house 
ride instead of sending them 
home with nightmares. (It 
was the top fi lm at the North 
American box offi ce over the 
weekend, reportedly setting 
a new record for a horror 
opening with estimated sales 
of $42.2 million, distributor 
Warner Bros. Pictures said 
Sunday.) 
Producer Brad Fuller, an 
executive at Michael Bay’s 
Platinum Dunes company, 
which caters exclusively to 
cranking out horror pictures, 
says he wanted “Friday the 
13th” to be a throwback to 
the slasher-film heyday of 
the 1980s, when the horror 
genre didn’t take itself quite 
so seriously.
benefi ts would be immense.
Even the most conservative predictions 
promise amazing benefi ts: nano-sized particles 
could be used to target and eliminate cancer, 
to create super strong materials and to give 
us super batteries. One of the most promising 
materials, known as carbon nanotubes, have 
shown to be nearly 10 times stronger than steel 
and have amazing conductive properties. 
T he  c u r rent  homepage  for  USC ’s 
NanoCenter features research by Cathy 
Murphy and Tara Sabo-Attawood using gold 
nanoparticles and lasers to treat cystic fi brosis. 
And this is just the start.
In 1986, K. Eric Drexler envisioned much 
more potential from nanotechnology in his 
work “Engines of Creation.” According to 
Drexler, as nanotechnology progresses and 
we get better at manipulating on the nano 
scale, we will hopefully be able to build little 
nanomachines. These machines could deliver 
drugs to particular areas that need them or 
even patrol the body fixing small errors as 
they arise — fi nally allowing us to combat not 
only disease but aging as well. On top of this, 
Drexler imagines a “nanofactory” in which a 
swarm of billions of nanomachines build things 
atom-by-atom. Such things would remake our 
world as we know it.
In response to the excitement, governments 
all over the world have begun pouring 
money into nanotechnology. In 2001, the 
federal government founded the National 
Nanotechnology Initiative to oversee and 
promote research . According to their Web 
site, they have a budget of $1.5 billion for the 
2009 year. USC’s NanoCenter was founded in 
2001, USC being one of three universities to 
get a grant directly from the National Science 
Foundation. Currently, it’s one of the three 
major research focuses of USC.
But I’m only scratching the surface. To 
tell you more about this amazing new area 
of science, I’m writing this series of articles 
to increase discussion on nanotechnology. 
Every Tuesday I’ll explore another aspect of 
nanotechnology and report on what work is 
being done on this at USC. 
So next t ime you walk by that stocky, 
nondescript building to grab dinner at the 
Russell House, remember that what’s going on 
in there is going to change your world. It’s the 
future being made right here, right now at your 
very own USC. 
Courtesy of www.sc.edu 
Sumwalt College on Greene Street houses USC’s booming nanotechnology research center.
GEEKING ● Continued from 5
30-year-old killer still inspires fear
Rene Rodriguez
MCT Campus
Mears’ Jason terrifi es 
audiences with familiar, 
authentic slasher terror
John P. Johnson / MCT Campus
Derek Mears will play the infamous serial killer Jason in 
the newest installation of the “Friday the 13th” series.
The Perfect Valentine’s Day Gift!
couples massage class
learn massage techniques to relax 
your valentine
OCCO skin studio    1315 Gadsden Street
Sat., Feb. 28, 2009     1-5 pm
$140 per couple
beverages & hors d’oeurves will be 
served
To register Call: (803) 788-7546
   	

"Dance Marathon is a wonderful way for students to get involved 
in a worthy cause. Every year more students join up to party with 
a purpose and raise funds to help more than 82,000 children 
treated at Palmetto Health Children's Hospital every year.  What a 
great way to get involved and help save the lives of children!"
-Mims Goza,
Director, Children's Miracle Network
Palmetto Health Foundatoin
Carolina Card Donation Station
Donate your Carolina Cash to the dancer of your choice 
today and tomorrow in front of the Russell House Theater 




REGISTER NOW at www.uscdm.org
for the year’s big event, this Friday & Saturday:
Feb. 20, 7pm - Feb 21, 7pm
To our very generous sponsors, thank you!
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
Spurned ◆ By Jarad Greene / Th e Daily Gamecock
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Koger Center, 1051 Greene St.
ARIES Everything 
lo ok s  e a s ie r  now,  a nd 
perhaps it is. Conditions 
favor travel, publications and 
even learning.
TAURUS The best 
way to manage your money 
now is to hold onto what 
you’ve got. If you can do 
that , you’l l impress the 
others enormously.
GEMINI A partner 
comes to your rescue, and 
just in the nick of t ime. 
It’s wonderful when that 
happens, isn’t it? That’s 
why we need to be there for 
others when they need us.
CANCER OK, here’s 
an opportunity to replenish 
your reserves. Take care of 
somebody else and they’ll 
take care of you. 
LEO All of a sudden, 
your luck has changed. Make 
your decision now. Launch 
your new project. Travel, 
party and be generous. 
V IRGO There’s a 
connection between your 
home and work. If there’s 
not ,  there ought to be. 
Establish at least one, OK? 
Make your life easier.
LIBRA The harder you 
work, the luckier you get. 
The same goes for education. 
Take care of your own. 
SCORPIO Money 
will be required, and you’ll 
be able to get it. Don’t worry 
about that now that you’ve 
discovered the cause of the 
problem. That was the part 
that could drive you crazy. 
SAGITTARIUS All 
of a sudden the sun breaks 
through, metaphorically 
s p e a k i n g .  I t ’ s  a l s o  a 
metamorphic situation. 
C A P R I C O R N 
Hide out and ponder your 
prospect s a l it t le whi le 
longer. New information 
must be considered, and 
there are also new costs. 
AQUARIUS OK, 
the roadblock’s breaking up. 
You can fi nd a way around. 
Your friends are eager to 
help. You will be able to get 
past this barrier. 
PISCES Find out what 
the boss wants,  even i f 
you don’t agree. If you can 
picture a victory from the 
other point of view, you can 
make an important choice.  
TODAY
BACKSEAT GOODBYE, THE READY SET, FLORAL 
TERRANCE, THE WILL
7 p.m., $6
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
C. RICKS FLOYD SENIOR VOICE RECITAL 
5:30 p.m., free
USC School of Music Recital Hall
VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE
8:30 p.m., Free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
TOMORROW
MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
8 p.m, free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED
5:30 and 8 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
NEW MUSIC NIGHT
6 p.m., $5
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Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The USC women’s basketball team will be without senior Brionna Dickerson for the 
remainder of the season. Dickerson led the team in points per game this season.
Dickerson lost for season
Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott has 
decided not to pursue possession of marijuana 
charges against 14-t ime Olympic gold 
medalist Michael Phelps after the swimmer 
was shown in a photo smoking from a bong in 
Columbia last November.
Lott said his department lacked the physical 
evidence necessary to charge Phelps, despite 
the overwhelming proof that the incident 
occurred.
“We had a photo and him saying he was 
sorry for inappropriate behavior. He never 
said, ‘I smoked marijuana.’ We didn’t have 
physical evidence,” Lott said.
The photo, which was taken at a house 
party on Blossom Street following the South 
Carolina-Arkansas football game on Nov. 7, 
was originally released by London’s tabloid 
paper News of the World on Feb. 1. 
Phelps immediately issued a statement of 
apology following the release of the story.
Richland County law enforcement offi cers 
located what was believed to be the bong used 
by the swimmer in a car Feb. 4.
Despite all of that evidence, no charges 
could be filed, as Phelps was not actually 
caught in the act of committing a crime. 
However, Lott defended his original 
intention of charging Phelps, had enough 
evidence been located.
“By ignoring the November incident, 
I would have been sending a message of 
tolerance and condoning the use of illegal 
drugs,” Lott said. “I could not do that, nor 
have I ever done that.”
Lott said iconic heroes and celebrities 
such as Phelps are held to the same standard 
that ordinary citizens are when it comes to 
obeying the law.
“Michael Phelps is truly an American hero 
... but even with his star status, he is still 
obligated to obey the laws of our state,” he 
said.
Despite Phelps being let off the hook, 
several others who attended the party were 
not so lucky, as seven people involved in 
the incident have been arrested throughout 
the investigation. An additional person was 
arrested for driving under suspension.
Lott said the seven would still face a charge 
of simple possession of marijuana. 
The charge carries a maximum penalty of 
30 days in jail or a $575 fi ne. 
Phelps said he was relieved that the 
November incident seemed to fi nally be in 
the past.
“I’m glad this matter is put to rest,” Phelps 
said in a statement released Monday. “But 
Charges against Phelps 
dropped by local sheriff
Lott claims lack of evidence as 





In just four days, Carolina Stadium will open its doors 
to its fi rst crowd. Fans will fl ood through the gates to enjoy 
another season of USC baseball. For many fans, it will be an 
entire new beginning. The beginning of baseball season at 
USC is a sign of spring, and with a new stadium and young 
roster, the baseball team seems to be paralleling its seasonal 
counterpart well.
However, there is one college-aged baseball player who 
will view the opening of the new stadium from afar and in 
a different light. 
Former USC fi rst baseman and all-time home run and 
RBI leader Justin Smoak, now with the Texas Rangers, 
was one of the players who expected to spend part of their 
careers in the new Carolina Stadium, but instead spent all 
their years at USC at Sarge Frye Field. 
“I was told a long time ago that I was going to play at the 
new stadium, but it never happened,” Smoak said. “I’m glad 
that I ended my career at The Sarge. It was great to me, and 
it was great to the guys that I 
played with.”
The fi eld that Smoak started and fi nished his college 
career in was good to him. Smoak broke Hank Small’s 
30-year-old home run record in his junior year and fi nished 
his career with 62 home runs, 14 more than Small got in 
four years. 
Needless to say, the fi eld contains plenty of memories for 
Smoak, but none of them as sweet as the last pitch, the last 
hit and the last game he played there.
Smoak’s teammate and fellow infi elder, Reese Havens 
came up to bat with the score tied between USC and 
Tennessee at eight. With a man on second Havens blasted a 
walk-off home run to right center fi eld with one out to send 
Sarge Frye Field off in style.
“That was by far (the best memory),” Smoak said. “It was 
a good way to put out The Sarge. It was a good way to close 
The Sarge for the fans and everything else.”
That is the kind of player that made Sarge Frye Field 
famous. Smoak could have easily recalled any number of 
plays that put him on some kind of All-American team 
each of his three years at USC and made him a semifi nalist 
for The Golden Spikes (college baseball’s Heisman), or any 
of his record-breaking performances, including his three 
home run performance against USC Upstate that tied 
single-game records for home runs and RBIs. Instead, he 
recalled a teammate’s glory that 
resulted in a win.
With all of that at Sarge Frye, all 
the blood, sweat and tears, it would 
be easy to imagine that Smoak, who 
grew up watching baseball played at 
Sarge Frye Field, would be bitter 
to see his old stadium reduced to 
nothing but an afterthought. After 
all, what self-respecting athlete 
doesn’t want to be able to take his 
kids or grandkids somewhere and 
say, “This is where your daddy hit 
62 home runs in three years?”
Smoak doesn’t take it personal, 
though. He understands that in 
the ever-changing world of college 
sports, sometimes it’s out with the 
old and in with the new.
“You’re always sad to see the Sarge 
go,” Smoak said. “In this day and 
age though, everything is getting 
bigger and better. That’s what it 
takes; college baseball is one of 
those things. With the fans that 
[USC] brings in, you have to have a 
great facility to go along with them. 
They’ve done a great job with it. 
[Carolina Stadium is] by 
far one of the best stadiums in the country.”
Things may never be the same for Carolina baseball since 
Smoak left. USC fans will miss his presence at fi rst base 
and at the plate this season. More than the individual player 
though, they will miss the place that he used to call his 
home stadium. Perhaps Smoak will miss it as well, but both 
he and the fans are certainly excited to welcome Carolina 
Stadium to the family.
Home run, RBI leader refl ects on favorite memories, 
historical moments at Sarge Frye Field
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMEC
OCK
Justin Smoak takes a
 swing during a 2007
 game. Smoak set the
 all-time 
record for career hom
e runs and RBIs in his
 fi nal season as a Ga
mecock.
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCKFormer Gamecock fi rst baseman Justin Smoak steps into the box in a game at Sarge Frye Field last season.
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FAMOUS
SLAW DOGS
2 $299FOR FREAKY FAST DELIVERY!
2015 DEVINE ST. ~ 803.806.8282
715 GERVAIS ST. ~ 803.933.9595
5910 GARNERS FERRY RD. ~ 803.695.3278
LATE NIGHT DELIVERY!
AT THE




On the Feb. 22, the 81st 
annual Academy Awards will 
be aired, and movies like “The 
Dark Knight,” “The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button” and 
“Milk” will be honored along 
with many others. Yet, what 
every year’s list of nominees 
has consistently lacked is a 
great sports movie. Over the 
years, there have only been 
three sports movies that 
won Best Picture, and only 
a handful more have been 
n o m i n a t e d . 
Mov ie s  l i ke 
“Rocky,” “Field 
Of Dreams,” 
“ R u d y , ” 
“ R e m e m b e r 
The Titans” 
and many more 
obvious titles 
are considered 
some of  t he 
f e w  g r e a t 
sports fi lms — 
whether they were nominated 
for Oscars or not. But there 
have been many c la s s ic 
sports flicks, in my time or 
a generat ion before, that 
maybe don’t deserve Academy 
Awards honors but should still 
be enjoyed by men, women 
and children alike — sports 
freaks or not. Here are five 
that you should check out 
the next t ime you swing 
by Blockbuster for a movie 
night. 
“The Sandlot” – Filled with 
laugh-out-loud quips and 
quotes, “The Sandlot” is the 
story of a group of young kids 
with a passion for the game 
of baseball, which seems to 
transcend all other events 
in their one unforgettable 
summer. Any time you get to 
listen to the magical voice of 
James Earl Jones can’t be bad, 
either. Forget about your age 
in this one; whether you’re 18 
or 50, this one will take you 
back to the childhood days 
that you miss so much, even 
if they weren’t spent on the 
diamond. 
“Little Giants” – Memorable 
characters like Becky “The 
IceBox” O’Shea and Junior 
Floyd , along with a band of 
misfi ts, form a football team 
that looks as promising as the 
“Bad News Bears” do on the 
baseball diamond. Yet with 
determination and grit mixed 
in with hilarious hiccups 
that the team experiences 
throughout their quest to 
prove that they can contend 
with the football studs of the 
town, the underdogs prevail. 
This is a feel-good story 
that families can sit down 
and enjoy together, and with 
golden boy Junior Floyd as 
quarterback and a girl as the 
team’s star player, this flick 
knows no sexes. 
“Summer Catch” – This one 
may be just as much a “chick 
fl ick” as it is a sports movie, 
so some guys may give me 
some shots for this one. But 
when sparks fl y between stars 
Freddie Prinze, Jr.’s character 
Ryan Dunn , a southpaw 
f lamethrower aspiring to 
make it to the big leagues, 
and Tenley Parrish (played 
by Jessica Biel, who looks as 
good as ever in this one), you 
just can’t look away from the 
screen. When the lure of a 
beautiful girl distracts the 
blue-collar ball player who 
mows lawns as a side job, 
problems arise and make this 
movie perfect for a date. 
“Green Street Hooligans” 
– Elijah Wood displays a 
phenomenal performance 
equal to his in “The Lord 
Of The Rings” in this little-
known classic about a tight-
knit group of soccer hooligans 
who will do anything for one 
other, and for their fútbol 
team. For the many who have 
yet to see it, “Green Street 
Hooligans” is a suspenseful 
and inspiring movie that will 
put soccer, and its fans, in a 
totally new perspective. 
“The Replacements” – Another 
comedy, but here there’s also 
a romantic storyline present, 
so non-sports fans will stay 
incl ined.  Keanu Reeves 
plays  washed-up quarterback 
Shane Falco who takes over a 
desperate team with a bunch 
of seemingly hopeless players. 
But somehow, aside from the 
amusing and comical episodes 
that take place among the 
group of unique characters, 
the team is able to play some 
respectable football, and Falco 
is brought back to his glory 
days on the fi eld. 
there are also some important 
lessons that I’ve learned. For 
me, it’s all about recognizing 
that I used bad judgment and 
it’s a mistake I won’t make 
again.”
I n  t he  end ,  L ot t  a nd 
Phelps agreed that while no 
charges would be sought, it 
was important to send out a 
message about the dangers of 
drug use. 
The opportunity to enforce 
that message through the eyes 
of such a widely respected teen 
idol as Phelps could not be 
passed by.
“How can we teach our 
kids through D.A.R.E. (Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education) 
not to use drugs and then 
look the other way if it’s an 
important person?” Lot t 
questioned. “Our message has 
to be loud, clear and consistent: 
don’t do drugs.”
“Michael Phelps and I 
agreed that something positive 
needs to come f rom this 
incident, and that is a message 
of not to use drugs.”
Ph e lp s  e c h o e d  t h o s e 
sent i ment s  i n  h i s  new s 
release.
“ F o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e 
especially — be careful about 
the decisions you make. One 
bad decision can really hurt 
you and the people you care 
about,” Phelps said.
— The Associated Press 
contributed to this report.
PHELPS ● Continued from 8
FIVE UNSUNG SPORTS FILMS TO CATCH
Classic movies still 
shine in eyes of sports 
fans, movie buff s
Courtesy of Impawards.com
“The Sandlot” is a must-see 
fi lm for all sports fanatics.
Courtesy of Thehoot.net
“Little Giants” is a modern 
“Bad News Bears.”
Courtesy of Impawards.com and Keerynehill.com
The fi lms “Summer Catch,” “Green Street Hooligans” and “The Replacements” are three 
sports fl icks that are perfect for any family, couple or casual sports fan to enjoy.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu








Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
ONE weekFREE (new customers only)tanning
Expires March 31, 2009
SUPER TAN
Harden Street, next to Food Lion
No Membership Fee
Join VIP Club & Tan 




*1,2,3 BR’S* Flexible Leases*
*Brand New* Parking Garage*
Int., H20 incld. *803-400-1570*
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
DUPLEX 1BR APT- hdwd flrs Park St. 
2 miles from USC. $395  318-0729
SHANDON - 2713 PRESTON STREET 
Excellent large 1BR  available now. 
Great location. Close to USC. Ideal for 
Grad. Std or Professional. 782-9009.
Housing-Rent
Downtown - The Gates @ Williams-Brice
Luxury Condominium Homes 2BR 2BA 
start @ $1,325 inclds util appl pkg pool & 
more. 7 or 12/mo lease. 866-202-0440.
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS  
From $99,900  518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
Help Wanted
PT OFFICE JOB - Clerical duties/data 
entry flexible daytime hours. Located 
near Williams-Brice Stadium. 
Apply in person @ Pennington Seed 
1236 Eden St.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
Restaurants
Tombo Grille now hiring Host & Host-
esses. Apply in person from 2:30-5:30
4517 Forest Drive
Services
FREE TAX RETURN. Prep.E-File for  
students only for new clients. Returning 
clients is $59. From 2/16/09 -2/24/09.
LIBERTY TAX 
1112 Harden St - 233-1790
946 Harden St. - same as above 
6129 North Main - 754-0498
7120 Two  Notch - 865-3334
1040NR and Bank Products are extra.
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury 
cruise with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of thirteen 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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